HISTORICAL STUDY AND ITS STACKS

histories of evolution of modern cxmditiccs may arsiaa one-
class of readers* while there are others, keenly interested in
loiowing the history of art, science, religion smd philosophy.
But the sum-total of our present historical knowledge k not
more than a mere glimpse of the vast complex of the pano-
rama. of ages, most of which lie for ever beyond our ken.

The appreciation of the value and importance of historio-
graphy as an art is now on the wane. On the contrary the
science cf history has been rapidly developing in India during
the last two or three decades. It is also gaining recognition
sirnong historians, as a distinct subject, with a group of auxi-
liary sciences. The real auxiliary sciences to history are those
which deal with the relics of the past that have escaped the
ravages of time and man. These sciences are : the science of
language 'philology,, of writing ( palaeography }r of seals
^sphrajpstksj, of coins i.rxunusznatzcs'?, of weights and mea-
sures and archaeology in the widest sense of the terra. These
sciences underlie the whole development of scientific historio-
graphy. Of late, even the art of collection and preservation of
old manuscripts and other records has become a sine qua non
of historical research.

Broadly speaking, history deals with all that has hap-
pened, not merely the phenomena of human life bat those of
the natural world as well. In fact, it deals with everything
that undergoes change. Any inclination to unearth the know-
ledge of this change necessarily presupposes a search for evi-
dence, which lays threadbare the whole fabric of the past.
Every small discovery thus made helps the reconstruction of
liistory.

Success in a discovery or an invention depends materially
on the correct formulation of the original hypothesis. Imagi-
nation plays an important part in this formulation. Unless
there is correct data, however small, to support the hypothesis,
imagination is not likely to give a successful lead. The exist-
ing knowledge of our social political and even religious
of the historic times is so indistinct, defective and

misleading that it hinders rather than helps the imagiaatksi